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The following plots can be stepped through to simulate a “movie” of the plan-
view geometry of an air traffic encounter at constant velocity (i.e., constant
speed and direction). The trajectories here are based on idealized velocity
vectors with no tolerances and are therefore not representative of trajectory
specification, but they are useful for illustrating the basic geometry of air
traffic encounters.

The encounter angle for this example is 90 deg, the speeds are 200 knots,
and the minimum separation is 3 nmi (nautical miles). The circles are 3
nmi in diameter and are centered at the current position of the flight at
each time. The horizontal separation is exactly 3 nmi when the circles touch
without overlapping (i.e., are tangent to each other). The time shown in
each subtitle is the time relative to the time of minimum separation.

[generated with plot/ConstVelEncounter.scala]
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